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I have never had faith in violence and violent resistance as a means of refuting or 

resolving any act of oppression or suppression. I, Mohandas Karmachand Gandhi, who had a 

great opportunity to shine in my profession as a lawyer in a foreign country had to come back to 

India being unable to keep myself out of the agonizing scenario that the people of my country are 

going through. I can still remember the trigger that compelled me to stand against the oppression 

of the White South Africans over a small group of Indians in South Africa. From the core of my 

heart I hate discrimination and the segregation that the whites were sustaining in South Africa in 

the context of discriminating the Indians propelled my desire and objective of the offering a 

passive resistance against such act without shedding blood. I believed that war cannot be solution 

to any problem and violence cannot be the solution to any oppression as violent measures 

themselves are menaces that pull down human beings in the dungeons of inhumanity. Now, 

when I look back to the past witnessing the inception of my passive resistance against racial 

discrimination and political discrimination, I can understand that my extraordinary depiction of 

being an ordinary yet stubborn passive protester (detesting violence) contributed in transforming 

me into a role model in the struggle for Indian independence from the British domination.   

I am sure that something in me changed drastically while sustaining a passive resistance 

against the groups of whites in South Africa who were determined to curb the human rights of 

the minority of Indians dwelling in the country. My first non-violent battle for the rights of a 

small group of Indians in South Africa eventually broadened my outlook into a more universal 

struggle for establishing, protecting, and safeguarding human rights not only in India but also on 

a global basis (“Gandhi and the Passive Resistance Campaign 1907-1914”, n.d.). It was my 

father from whom I learned the universal truth that the real truth is the mightier weapon that is 

enough to defeat any mode of falsification and oppression in an extensive manner. I can never 
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forget how the Asiatic Registration Bill of 1906 infused in me the very urge to fight non-

violently against inhuman socio-political and economic policies (“Gandhi and the Passive 

Resistance Campaign 1907-1914”, n.d.). Though in a non-violent manner, with a small group of 

followers, I was partially successfully in resisting against the practice of limiting the presence of 

Indians in the Transvaal through confining them to segregated areas and through putting certain 

embargoes on their trading activities (“Gandhi and the Passive Resistance Campaign 1907-

1914”, n.d.). I must confess that the win of the British in the Anglo-Boer War that infused hopes 

among oppressed Indians in South Africa to lead a quality life, but all such hoped were 

overshadowed by the stringent anti-Indian laws that the British government imposed. It was 

during this time that I was determined to refrain sternly from refraining from succumbing into 

such anti-Indian laws, and it was in this context that the birth of ‘truth force’ or ‘satyagraha’ 

enshrouded my mind entirely.  

After coming back to India and being able to light up the spirit of non-violent protest 

among majority of Indians against the oppressive British role I was welcomed not only by my 

countrymen but also by the international community that was against violent protests against 

violent oppressions. I never wanted to become an superhuman but to refrain from becoming an 

inhuman in any aspect of life. And this motivated me to sustain my passive resistance campaigns 

against the British government while demanding Indian independence. But I must confess that 

my determination in sustaining the passive resistance movements in South Africa advocating for 

the rights of the Indians injected in me a will force that helped me immensely in sustaining the 

‘satyagraha’ (non-violent) movements against the British government in India (“Mahatma 

Gandhi”, 2019). Thanks to the Almighty God and thanks to my followers who believed in non-

violence that ultimately compelled the South African government to legally recognize some 
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specific rights for Indians like the right to marriage and abolition of the existing poll tax for 

Indians (“Mahatma Gandhi”, 2019). I am indebted to my success in South Africa that propelled 

the spirit of non-violent and passive resistance in India too against the British government. I must 

admit that my non-violent non-cooperation movement that shook the pillars of British 

governance in India was the implication of my belief in truth and non-violence, and resting on 

the principles of non-violent passive resistance that I was able to strengthen the Indian National 

Congress as the major Indian political party that combated British resistance to Indian 

independence (“Mahatma Gandhi”, 2019). And it was my trust and belief in passive and non-

violent resistance that has still kept me alive in the pages of history and in the minds of the 

global population.  
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