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Answer 1 

Part a 

Shu Ting, in her poem, compares the assembly line with multiple elements in the first stanza 

of her poem. For instance, she talks about the assembly line of time being just like the line 

along which the night-shift workers of the factory walk towards home. She also compares 

time’s assembly line with the rows of stars that stretch over their heads across the sky as they 

walk. The assembly line also resembles the trees that stand motionlessly along the path they 

take out of the factory. 

Part b 

The comparisons, as drawn by Ting with the assembly line, create a mood that is depressing, 

and rather numb in nature. These are also a reflection of the overall circumstances in China 

right after the Cultural Revolution. This also is an indication of the mood that leads up to the 

poem’s main subject, which is the increase in the self-consciousness of the poet in that 

particular situation. This has been further clearly indicated through the expressions of sick 

trees, exhausted stars, and numbness of her existence. The fact that everything is monotonous 

expresses her inability to show concern for her own situation and future. 

Answer 2 

Part a 

In response to Bei Dao’s poem “All,” Shu Ting states that things are not what the poet has 

stated. Dao has a rather solemn outlook on life as he states that everything is predestined, and 

the beginning is endless, not to mention that he believes that all that is good has an 

undercurrent of graveness. This is exactly the interpretation that Ting had concluded, which 

led her to state that he was rather wrong, as his attitude as well as outlook towards life was 

rather demotivating and essentially elegiac. 

Part b 

Dao in “All” states that everything is fated or predestined, and that the endless beginning 

makes the quest for everything futile and subsequently vanish. He further states that all forms 

of human hope are plagued with doubt, and that lamentation ruins the faith as well. The lines: 

“Today is heavy with tomorrow – 
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The future was planted yesterday” 

are a direct contradiction and disagreement with his statements. Through these lines, Ting 

makes it clear, that it is hope that keeps people going, and that it is only hope that pushes 

people to move on to the next day, as they have faith that they have a better future ahead of 

them. 

Answer 3 

Shu Ting’s “Fairy Tales”exposes the ugly truth regarding the world, where people tend to 

create and believe their own fairy tales, and try to climb their own “turquoise flower.” She 

further elaborates on what could be the perfect fairy tale for them, emphasising on how 

people try to not lose hope even after bad things happen, such as for pine trees after rainfall. 

She uses the words “heart” and “world” interchangeably in the refrain of the poem, because 

she wants to state that it is the outlook on the life, which is what describes the person’s ability 

to perceive their surroundings. For instance, even if the heart is small, the world around is big 

enough, while if the person’s heart is big and open, it is a small, perfect world in itself. 

“Fairy Tales” is laden with strong imagery, starting from the first stanza, where she paints a 

vivid picture of sick, ailing trees all over crumbling walls and rails that have rusted and worn 

over time. This kind of imagery is rather significant in this regard, as people tend to ignore 

these little snippets of suffering that goes around them once they have entered their own 

perfect little fairy-tale world. This also gives a very subtle hint towards the political situation 

in China at that time, as literature, along with all forms of art, was being suppressed. 

Answer 4 

Part a 

Shu Ting starts off the poem “Assembly Line” in a very solemn and melancholic manner, 

which indicates that she has come to a state of self-actualisation and realisation that the 

situation she is in presently is not very cheerful. The imagery of the trees standing in numb 

lines symbolise the oppressed situation of the literary personnel in China, and also paves the 

way for the even more melancholic tone of the poem. The imagery of exhausted stars express 

that the people are tired of their lives, while the choking on the smog and the monotonous 

nature are characteristics that are shared by all who are part of life’s assembly line. Through 
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this imagery, Shu Ting appeals to our psyche, indicating that the people were being 

smothered and suffocated, as they had little or no freedom. 

Part b 

The imagery as explained above can indeed be a description of the Chinese society that Shu 

Ting had been part of when this poem was written. This is because the dynastic rule in the 

country gave the people very little scope and freedom to express themselves. All forms of art 

were being stifled and suffocated, and the ruler essentially controlled all aspects of the lives 

of the people. The stars as well as the trees are in fact, personifications of the people who are 

living in the country. Furthermore, imagery in poetry is often seen as a freedom of 

expression, and therefore, in some way, “Assembly Line” can be said to be a strong statement 

against this oppressive dynastic rule. 

Answer 5 

Part a 

The last two lines of “Testament”: 

“From starry bullet-holes 

The blood-red dawn will flow.” 

are indeed a surprising piece of imagery, as it indicates both death and blood. Also expressed 

within these lines, is hope, through the word “dawn” as it implies the beginning of a new day. 

The blood oozing out of a bullet-wound has been described as the start of a blood-red dawn. 

Part b 

Dao compares dawn and blood in these last lines of his poem, and they hint at hope. 

Part c 

The theme of the poem is based largely on hope, and these last lines further consolidate it. 

Dao was determined to liberate his country and his people from the oppressive government, 

and these lines have the undertone, that death will result in a new beginning, which would be 

filled with freedom and liberty. In other words, he states that the people who are sacrificing 

themselves for the sake of saving their country from the oppressive government would be 

rewarded with a brighter and better tomorrow where the future generations would be able to 

live freely. 
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