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Discussion on Book - The Handmaid’s Tale 

 

 

1. What is the setting of the novel?  Is the setting important or could the novel 

happen anywhere?  Why?  Would it change the plot? In what way? 

 

Ans 1. The Handmaid's Tale takes place in a city in what used to be in the United States, 

presently called the Republic of Gilead. In this elective future state, the law based 

government has been ousted and supplanted by an extremist one. What makes Gilead 

so scary is that it still looks practically the same yet, its administration and society are 

absolutely outsider from our own. Gilead seems to be without opportunity or decision.  

 

A standout amongst the most frightening things about Gilead is the way it seems to 

penetrate everybody's psyches. The storyteller first hears this when she's being 

reconstructed at the Women's Center: "The Republic of Gilead, said Aunt Lydia, knows 

no bounds. Gilead is inside you" (5.2). Yikes.  

 

That is to say, regardless of whether you lived somewhere extremely decent, OK need 

the city to be inside you? There are no making of tracks in an opposite direction from this 

society's beliefs, ever. They're always with you, because they're "inside you." 

Gilead is based on Cambridge, MA, specifically the Harvard territory, outside Boston. As 

indicated by a meeting she provided for the New York Times, Atwood settled on this 

decision because of the locale's Puritan foundation and history of narrow mindedness 

which stated : You often hear in North America, "It can't occur here," however it 

happened very at an opportune time. The Puritans banished individuals who didn't 

concur with them, so we would be rather smug to assume that the seeds are not there. 

That is the reason I set the book in Cambridge. 

 

Atwood has a personal association with this as well, since one of her relatives, to whom 

The Handmaid's Tale was incompletely committed, almost kicked the bucket by hanging 

at the hands of the Puritans (source). Indeed, even with that personal association aside, 

it's easy to see how the possibility of something so terrifying "not occurring here" can so 

easily be refuted. 

 

2. Describe a problem faced by the main character.  Explain how the main character 

deals with the problem.  Make a personal connection to this (either your own 

experience or that of someone you know). 

 

Ans 2. The primary concern we find out about Offred's motheris that she was a 

dedicated, dynamic feminist, and that Offred did not affirm of her mother's politics. In 

contrast to her mother and Moira, Offred chose to make a family with a man. She didn't 

oppose sexual orientation norms and expectations in the twentieth-century United 
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States, and she does not defy the more extraordinary sex norms of Gilead. The 

Handmaid's Tale is a study of a customary, non-gallant person's response to severe 

repression. 

Then again, the novel shows that even in her frightful passivity, Offred does figure out 

how to resist her oppressors in the small ways that are accessible to her. Her waiting 

descriptions of her general surroundings, and her detailed reflections on what she sees, 

can be described as a type of resistance. In preserving her inside life, her thoughts and 

feelings, Offred maintains her independence as a person. She refuses to turn into the 

item that the routine wants her to be. Similarly, Offred's evening recollections of her past 

are a method for preserving the old character she is supposed to have lost alongside her 

name. 

I have never had such experience but I have seen many mother & daughter don’t get 

along with one another. Sometimes it not about love in the relationship; its about 

generation gap and  mentality. Everyone is different and they have different perspective 

towards things. One thing that might be right for one may not be right for the other.  

 

3. Write down a passage that appeals to you and describe why?  Does it make more 

of an impact on your understanding of the book or does it make more of a 

personal impact? Is there a message or main theme you see emerging?  What is it 

and how is it shown? Are there any other books you have read or movies you 

have seen that also have this same theme? Explain. 

 

The Ceremony is an exceedingly ritualized sexual act that high-positioning men (such as 

Commanders or Angels), their Wives and Handmaids experience to imagine kids. Given 

that Handmaids have next to zero decision in participating, it is a type of ritualized 

assault. 

 

In Chapter VI of the novel, Offred describes the function: 

 

My red skirt is hitched up to my waist, though no higher. Below it the Commander is 

fucking. What he is fucking is the lower part of my body. I do not say making love, 

because this is not what he's doing. Copulating too would be inaccurate, because it 

would imply two people and only one is involved. Nor does rape cover it: nothing is going 

on here that I haven't signed up for. 

 

The Ceremony is proposed to be the main time that the man of the household may have 

sexual contact with a Handmaid, albeit some men, such as Commander Waterford, 

disrupt this guideline. The Ceremony is also the main sexual contact Handmaids are 

allowed as well; sexual relations at some other time, or with anybody other than the man 

they are assigned to, is considered 'sex' and is sinful. 

 

It shows that the tale's tone is dull, and now and again elegiac for the lost world before 

Gilead. Reliably troubled, Offred finds both shelter and agony in her recollections. A 

feeling of dread and neurosis additionally overruns the novel, since every one of the 
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characters live under a heartless, authoritarian government. The significant clash is that 

the Republic of Gilead has enslaved ladies and decreased Handmaids like Offred to 

sexual servitude. Offred wants satisfaction and opportunity, and ends up battling against 

the authoritarian confinements of her general public.. Assault and sexual brutality 

considered as basic practice, religious terms utilized for political purposes, similitude 

among reactionary and women's activist philosophies. 

 

Yes, I have read Three Tiptree Award – By Eleanor Arnason, Nancy Springer and 

Elizabeth Hand. And The Two of Them - By Joanna Russ. 

 

 

4. Choose a character who is starting to change and explain how the change is being 

made and what purpose it serves. Are the changes the character is making, 

plausible or realistic (could/would actually happen in real life)? Why/Why not? 

 

I recently contended that Aunt Lydia is The Handmaid's Tale's best case of a genuine 

devotee and before the finish of the period, I feel that is an undeniable truth. She's totally 

given to Gilead's central goal, and considers it to be the correct way for her and the 

remainder of the nation. While her devotion to her handmaids, similar to when she cried 

as Janine was going to be battered to the point of death, recommended she might be 

clashed about Gilead's way, that couldn't be all the more off-base. Her affection for her 

handmaids wasn't disregarding what Gilead is doing; this is a direct result of what Gilead 

is doing. 

When did she join the Gilead’s cause, and how precisely did that occur? I can't trust she 

was constrained into that life, given her devotion to the reason. "A Woman's Place" 

worked admirably of indicating female lack of concern in Gilead's male centric culture—a 

history exercise about the Aunts, based on Lydia's adventure, would improve that. 

 

I think this change in the character is realistic and can definitely happen in real life 

because you never know someone’s true colors. Not everyone around you is your well 

wisher and wishes the best for you. People are generally self centered and don’t come 

into your life until they don’t have a specific purpose or they are wanting something from 

you. Aunt Lydia has been Gilead’s central goal and considering it to be right for the 

nation shows what mentality she has been having since day one. 

 

5. Write your opinion of a character's action or reaction to a situation in the book.  

Do you think it was the appropriate course of action and would you have done the 

same? Why/Why not? 

 

Gilead's most-prized ownership is youngsters, which is the reason they made the 

handmaid program in any case. But, we don't actually recognize what the Republic is 

doing with them. In the show, we've seen the gathering of Gileadean youngsters being 

strutted before the Mexican representative, just as certain young ladies at school. Be 

that as it may, we think minimal about how Gileadean youngsters are being taught, how 



 The Essay Assignment Help 
 
 

 

they're taking care of being isolated from their folks, and what reason the Republic 

needs them to serve later on.  

 

Since Hannah's area has been uncovered, fixing the focus on her for a bit would give us 

a superior knowledge in how youngsters are being treated in Gilead. This was by far the 

most disheartening cause that took place. I would not ever think of doing such a thing to 

anyone and neither do I have the authority to do so. Every individual in this country has 

right to equality, right to freedom, right to express their opinions and views. Moreover 

playing with the lives of young children who can do wonders in life is not right in anyway 

and I would never support or do such a thing with anyone ever. 

 

6. Identify and list examples of figurative language (minimum of 5 examples) - 

metaphors, similes, symbolism, and so on - and explain what they mean or signify 

and how they add to the literary merit of the book. 

 

Figurative language is an approach to draw in your pursuers, introducing through your 

composition with an increasingly innovative tone. 

 

Metaphor: possibly bodes well when the similitude’s between the two things being 

thought about are obvious or pursuers comprehend the association between the two 

words. Ex: The world is my oyster. 

 

A Simile makes comparison between two things but they use the words "like" or "as." 

Ex: Busy as a bee. 

 

Personification gives human qualities to lifeless things, creatures, or thoughts.. Ex: 

Opportunity knocked at his door. 

 

Hyperbole is an outrageous exaggeration that emphasizes a point. Ex: You snore 

louder than a freight train! 

 

When a word has its own meaning but represents something completely different is 

called symbolism.Ex:Using the image of the American flag to represent patriotism and a 

love for one's country. 

 

Figurative language used in book: 

 

Simile 

 

We would exchange remedies and try to outdo each other in the recital of our physical 

miseries; gently we would complain our voices soft and minor key and mournful as 

pigeons in the eaves troughs. 

 

His skin is pale and looks unwholesomely tender, like the skin under a scab. 
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Symbol 

 

I read about that in Introduction to Psychology; that, and the chapter on caged rats who'd 

give themselves electric shocks for something to do. 

 

The camera moves to the sky, where hundreds of balloons rise, trailing their strings: red 

balloons, with a circle painted on them, a circle with a stem like the stem of an apple, the 

stem of a cross. 

 

Humor 

 

There's a wad of cotton attached to the back, I can see it as she half turns; it looks like a 

sanitary pad that's been popped like a piece of popcorn. I realize that it's supposed to be 

a tail. 

 

Is anything wrong dear? the old joke went. 

 

No, why? 

 

You moved. 
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